lent to the directly-incident solar energy and its derivatives. They are difficult to classify, owing, to their rapid changes, but the following division may cast some light on their nature. Solar Energies are either Direct, as light and radiant heat, or Absorbed, as in clouds, organisms, &c. The latter or Absorbed class may be again divided into those of Inorganic Origin, and those of Organic Origin. Each of these will demand separate treatment.
Direct Solar Energy is the. radiant Energy which from moment to moment is cast upon bur planet from the sun. If the surface of the earth were composed of a perfectly reflecting non-absorbing substance, all this Energy would immediately be reflected back into space. As it is, a small portion is so reflected, but the greater part is absorbed by various superficial bodies in the production of motion and separation between their parts.
Absorbed Solar Energy, employed for Inorganic purposes, gives rise to the following among other phenomena. (1) The Energetic gaseous condition of the atmosphere. (2) The Energetic liquid condition, of water in temperate climates. (3) The melting of ice. (4) The act of evaporation and raising of vapour. (5) The production of winds and storms. (6) The production of ocean currents. Some of these Energies are 'Kinetic, as in the case of the gases, liquids,